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media release

June 27, 1988

UM RECEIVES ADDITIONAL FUNDING FROM
MONTANA SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ALLIANCE
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana signed four agreements with the
Montana Science and Technology Alliance Monday, June 27, during a
ceremony at the University Center.
The Biotechnology Center of Excellence, directed by UM
chemistry Professor Walter Hill, received $175,000.

In April,

when the Center was established, it received $25,000 from the
Alliance.
UM forestry Professor Nellie Stark received $61,710, which
will help her finish her production research on huckleberries.
The Alliance also established an Entrepreneurship Resource
and Assistance Institute with $99,840.

The Institute will

involve Larry Gianchetta, dean of UM's School of Business
Administration; James Brock, dean of Montana State University's
College of Business; and Andre Corbeau, dean of Eastern Montana
College's School of Business and Economics.
For administrative purposes, UM will be the lead institution
in the Institute, but all three schools will participate equally
in the grant, Gianchetta says.

He adds that the grant will fund

a year of planning, during which the Institute will inventory the

more
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state’s needs as perceived by entrepreneurs and existing
businesses.
"By Nov. 15, we will present to the Alliance a proposed
structure of the Institute, basic activities to be performed, and
a five-year plan for the Alliance to consider," he says.
Geoffrey Richards, UM chemistry professor and director of
the wood chemistry lab, received $15,000 to buy a gas
chromatograph.

The device, coupled with UM's mass spectrometer,

is a powerful research tool that will be useful in a variety of
projects.
Participating in the signing were Ray Murray, UM's associate
vice president for research; Sam Hubbard, executive director of
the Alliance; and Elinor Edmunds, investment manager of the
Alliance.
Established by the Legislature in 1985, the Alliance
provides funds to strengthen and diversify Montana's economy.
The Alliance forges a partnership between the public and private
sectors and encourages innovative scientific and technological
development in Montana.
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